president, and the woman who would become his wife. He graduated from Warren Wilson College in 1953. At Warren Wilson, Billy Edd met Willis D. Weatherford, Sr., Chairman of the Board from Berea College, who was going door-to-door in Wheeler's dorm recruiting students to work their way through a four-year degree at Berea. When Billy Edd decided to become an English major there, his stepfather asked, "Why? Are you going to write for a newspaper?" Billy Edd's reply that he didn't know elicited this response: "Well, then, you ought to go to Charleston and get a job in one of them chemical plants there. Some day you might work up to be a foreman."
Instead of taking that advice, right after graduating from Berea College in 1955, Billy Edd enlisted in the Navy, figuring he would be drafted anyway. He signed up to be a pilot, but in October 1957, all student pilots were given the choice of signing up for two more years or getting out, and he opted for the latter. Berea College Alumni Director, Dr. Norris Woodie, hired him as his assistant, and when Woodie returned to the philosophy department, Billy Edd became Alumni Director for about three years. He enjoyed editing the alumni magazine and traveling around the country, but he continued with his song-writing and singing. Billy Edd knew Betty Foley, a daughter of Red Foley, the country music singer who lived in Berea. Her sister, Shirley, married Pat Boone, the hottest thing in the music business at the time, so Betty passed Billy Edd's song, "Rock Boll Weevil" on to Shirley, who gave it to Pat in 1959. It became the first song written by Billy Edd Wheeler to be performed by another artist, and the first one to make him any money. Another coincidence led Billy Edd to meet Harold Newman, a New York music publisher who attended Berea's Christmas County Dance School. The result was that Monitor Records released Billy Edd U.S.A., his first solo album. Billy Edd's success as a singer and songwriter and his frustration with the fund-raising aspect of his job led him to move on, and he was accepted into the Yale Drama School. Arriving in New Haven in 1961, he rented the same room that Paul Newman had while studying there. Billy Edd worked in the darkroom to earn his scholarship, and in October of 1962, after reading the script of Edward Albee's Broadway hit, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf, he was inspired to write the first draft of the song, "Jackson," which in 2005, Country Music Television voted one of the ten greatest love songs of country music. On a trip to New York City that same year to try to find a folk-singing gig, Billy Edd met Norman Gimbel, a world class songwriter whose wife had purchased Billy Edd U.S.A. Gimbel introduced him to Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller, who at the time were producing Elvis Presley, Peggy Lee and others. They hired him as a songwriter. After a year at Yale, he followed his instructor's advice who said, "If you're going to be a playwright, go out and write plays, live, learn, experience life." He left Yale and moved to a one-room apartment on 83 rd Street in New York City. His first hit was "The Revered Mr. Black," inspired by a picture he saw of John C. Campbell on horseback. It was recorded by the Kingston Trio, and its success caused Lieber and Stoller to raise his weekly pay from $50 to $100. 
